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Marechal de Villeroy would have nothing to do with
him. His conduct was contrasted with that of Catinat,
who, free after his fall to retire from the army, con-
tinued to remain there, with rare modesty, interfering
in nothing.

The first campaign passed without notable incident,
except an unsuccessful attack upon Chiari, by our
troops on the 1st of September. M. de Savoie led
the attack; but was so firmly met by Prince Eugene,
who was in an excellent position for defence, that he
could do nothing, and in the end was compelled to re-
tire disgracefully. We lost five or six colonels and
many men, and had a large number wounded. This
action much astonished our army, and encouraged that
of the enemy, who did almost as they wished during
the rest of the campaign.

Towards the end of this campaign, the grand airs
of familiarity which the Marechal de Villeroy gave
himself with M. de Savoie drew upon him a cruel re-
buke, not to say an affront. M. de Savoie being in
the midst of all the generals and of the flower of the
army, opened, while talking, his snuff-box, and was
about to take a pinch of snuff, when M. de Villeroy,
who was standing near, stretched out his hand and put
it into the box without saying a word. M. de Savoie
flushed up, and instantly threw all the snuff upon the
ground, gave the box to one of his attendants, and
told him to fill it again. The Marechal, not knowing
what to do with himself, swallowed his shame without
daring to say a word, M. de Savoie continuing the
conversation that he had not interrupted, except to
ask for the fresh snuff.